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Applicant 

Examiner Walsh, 

Thank you for speaking yesterday about a proposed amendment to overcome the 101 rejection 
and focus the claim set on allowable subject for an Examiner's Amendment. 

To overcome the 101 rejection, the proposed amendment adds the language "executing 
instructions on one or more processing devices such that the one or more processing devices perform 
the following:. . ." to independent claim 60. Support for this amendment can be found in the 
specification at, for example, page 5, lines 5-14, page 13, lines 15-23, and page 18, lines 14-18. 

To overcome the 102 rejection, the proposed amendment focuses the claim set on allowable 
subject matter by removing "a message board currently accessed by the user" as one of the types of 
online context recited by independent claims 60, 77, and 81 . Notably, the other alternative types of 
online context, as specified by dependent claims 2, 3, 5, and 86, are allowable. Thus, removal of the 
alternative which is not deemed allowable is believed to focus the independent claim on the allowable 
subject matter. 

The proposed amendment below cancels independent claims 84 and 89 and their respective 
dependent claims. 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein determining the online context of 
the user comprises determining an Internet domain currently accessed by the user, and determining the 
online context of the other users comprises determining Internet domains currently accessed by the 
other users. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein determining the online context of 
the user comprises determining a newsgroup currently accessed by the user, and determining the online 
context of the other users comprises determining newsgroups currently accessed by the other users. 

4. (Proposed Amendment) Th e m e thod of claim 60 wh e r e in d e t e rmining th e online cont e xt of 
the user compriooo determining a message board curr e ntly acce s s e d by tho us e r, and dotormining -fee 
onlin e cont e xt of th e oth e r users oompriooa determining m e ssage boards ourrontly acc e ssed by th e 

vuIQrwaynn 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein determining the online context of 
the user comprises determining a URL currently accessed by the user, and determining the online 
context of the other users comprises determining URLs currently accessed by the other users. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein determining the online context of 
the user comprises determining an online context on which the user presently is focused, and 
determining the online context of the other users comprises determining online contexts on which the 
other users presently are focused. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein identifying the group of the other 
users sharing the online context of the user and the at least one trait with the user comprises identifying 
other users who enter the online context of the user and users who leave the online context of the user. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to an age of the user or of an other user. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to a demographic identifier of the user or of an other user. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to an expertise rating of the user or of an other user. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to an interest of the user or of an other user. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to a participation status of the user or of an other user. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 2 wherein the information related to the participation 
status comprises a visibility preference of the user or of the other user, 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein the information related to the participation 
status comprises information defining the participation status of the user or of the other user based on 
multiple online contexts. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises trait 
information of an individual selected as an associate by the user or by an other user. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information related to an online status of the user or of an other user. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the online status comprises a status of active, 
idle, away, and/or mobile. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising: 
storing other information related to the online context of the user; and 
storing other information related to the online context of the other users, 

wherein causing presentation, to the user, of the indicator that identifies the at least one user as 
a member of the group of other users comprises causing presentation, to the user, of the indicator that 
identifies the at least one user as a member of the group of other users based on the stored other 
information. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18 wherein the other information comprises 
information indicative of an identification of the user or of the other users. 



PACE 6/13 * RCVD AT 9/18/2009 4:52:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/13 " DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):08-06 



09/18/2009 15:56 FAX 



0007 



^ F:ish & Richardson p.c. Substitute PTOI^ijA (OS-OS) 

Docket Number: 0697 5-0455001 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of clairn 19 wherein the information indicative of an 
identification comprises an online identifier associated with the user or with the other users. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the other information comprises 
contact information of the user or of the other users. 

22-37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising enabling the user to 
communicate with the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users, 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein enabling the user to communicate 
with the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users comprises enabling the 
user to send an instant message to the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other 
users. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein enabling the user to communicate 
with the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users comprises enabling the 
user to send an email to the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein enabling the user to communicate 
with the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users comprises enabling the 
user to contact directly the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users using 
a voice communication. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 wherein the voice communication employs 
a mobile device. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 38 wherein enabling the user to communicate 
with the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the other users comprises enabling the 
user to store contact information of the at least one user identified as a member of the group of the 
other users to a contact list of the user. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein the contact list of the user comprises a buddy 

list. 

45-59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Proposed Amendment) A method of informing a user of other network users, the method 
comprising: 

executing instructions on one or more processing devices such that the one or more processing 
devices perform the following: 

determining an online context of a user, the online context being one or more of a web site 
currently accessed by the user, an Internet domain currently accessed by the user, a newsgroup 
currently accessed by the user, a m e ssag e board currently accoss e d by th e u se r, or a URL currently 
accused by the user; 
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determining an online context of other users; 
storing trait information for the user; 
storing trait information for the other users; 

comparing the online context of the user to the online context of the other users and the stored 
trail: information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users; 

based on the comparison, identifying a group of the other users sharing the online context of 
the user and at least one trait with the user, the number of users in the group of the other users being 
less than the number of the other users; and 

causing presentation, to the user, of an indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of 
the group of the other users sharing the online context of the user and the at least one trait with the 
user. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 wherein comparing the stored trait 
information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users comprises comparing 
information related to an age of the user to information related to an age of the other users. 

62. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9 wherein comparing the stored trait 
information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users comprises comparing a 
demographic identifier of the user to a demographic identifier of the other users. 

63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising causing presentation, to 
the user, of the number of users in the group of the other users. 

64. (Cancelled) 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising causing presentation, to 
the user, of the trait information of the at least one user in the group of the other users. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein the trait information of the at least 
one user in the group of the other users comprises an interest of the at least one user in the group of the 
other users. 

67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein the trait information of the at least 
one user in the group of the other users comprises an interest of an individual selected as an associate 
by the at least one user in the group of the other users. 

68. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein the trait information of the at least 
one user in the group of the other users comprises an expertise of the at least one user in the group of 
the other users. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 65 wherein causing presentation of the trait 
information of the at least one user in the group of the other users comprises causing presentation of 
the irait information of the at least oq£ user in the group of the other users graphically. 

70. (Cancelled) 
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71 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein causing presentation of the 
indicator that identifies the at least one user as a member of the group of the other users comprises 
causing presentation of an indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of the group of the 
other users, wherein the users in the group of the other users are sorted according to trait information. 

72. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein the trait information comprises 
information indicative of a location. 

73. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 72 wherein comparing the stored trait 
information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users comprises comparing 
information indicative of a location related to the user to information indicative of a location related to 
the other users. 

74. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising repeating the act of 
detcTmining the online context of the user, the act of determining the online context of the other users, 
the act of storing trait information for the user, the act of storing trait information for the other users , 
the act of comparing the online context of the user to the online context of the other users and the 
stored trait information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users,: the act of 
identifying the group of the other users sharing the online context of the user and the at least one trait 
with the user, and the act of causing presentation of the indicator that identifies the at least one user as 
a member of the group of the other users at a user designated interval. 

75. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising repeating the act of 
determining the online context of the user, the act of determining the online context of the other users, 
the act of storing trait information for the user, the act of storing trait information for the other users , 
the act of comparing the online context of the user to the online context of the other users and the 
stored trait information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users, the act of 
identifying the group of the other users sharing the online context of the user and the at least one trait 
with the user, and the act of causing presentation of the indicator that identifies the at least one user as 
a member of the group of the other users at a system designated interval. 

76. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising: 
determining a changed online context of the user; 

comparing the changed online context of the user to the online context of the other users and 
the stored trait information for the user to the stored trait information for each of the other users in the 
group of the other users; 

based on the comparison, identifying a group of the other users sharing the changed online 
context of the user and at least one trait with the user, the number of users in the group of the other 
usei*s being less than the number of the other users; and 

causing presentation, to the user, of an indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of 
the group of the other users. 

77. (Proposed Amendment) A system for informing a user of other network users, the system 
comprising a processor connected to a storage device and one or more input/output devices, wherein 
the processor is configured to: 
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determine an online context of a user, the online context being a web site currently accessed, an 
Internet domain currently accessed, a newsgroup currently accessed, a m e ssag e board curren tly 
acc es s e d, or a URL currently accessed; 

determine an online context of other users; 

store trait information for the user in a users store of the storage device; 

store trait information for the other users in the users store of the storage device; 

compare the online context of the user to the online context of the other users and the stored 
trait information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users; 

identify, based on the comparison, a group of the other users sharing the online context of the 
useir and at least one trait with the user, the number of users in the group of the other users being less 
than the number of the other users; and 

cause presentation, to the user, of an indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of 
the group of the other users. 

78. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 77, wherein the users store is migrated based 
on im activity level associated with the online context of the user. 

79. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 77, wherein the users store is divided based on 
an activity level associated with the online context of the user. 

80. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 77, wherein the users store is combined with a 
related users store based on an activity level associated with the online context of the user. 

8 1 . (Proposed Amendment) A hardware device storing a computer program configured to 
inform a user of other network users, the computer program comprising one or more code segments 
that, when executed, cause a computer to: 

determine an online context of a user, the online context being a web site currently accessed, an 
Internet domain currently accessed, a newsgroup currently accessed, a m e ssag e board currently 
acc e ssed, or a URL currently accessed; 

determine an online context of other users; 

store trait information for the user, 

store trait information for the other users; 

compare the online context of the user to the online context of the other users and the stored 
trait information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users; 

based on the comparison, identify a group of the other users sharing the online context of the 
user and at least one trait with the user, the number of users in the group of the other users being less 
than the number of the other users; and 

cause presentation, to the user, of an indicator that identifies at least one user as a member of 
the group of the other users. 

82. (Previously Presented) The method of claim. 10 wherein comparing the stored trait 
information for the user to the stored trait information for the other users comprises comparing an 
expertise rating of the user to an expertise rating of the other users. 

83. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 further comprising causing presentation, to 
the user, of an online identifier associated with the at least one user in the group of the other users. 



PACE 10/13 * RCVD At 9/18/2009 4:52:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/13 * DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):08-06 



09/18/2009 15:59 FAX 



©Oil 



^ Fish & Richardson p.c. Substitute PTOU413A (OS-OS) 

Docket Number:o6975-045?ooi 



84. (Cancelled) A m e thod of informing a us e r of other n e twork users, th e method comprising: 
d e t e rmining - an onlin e cont e xt of a first user; 

d e termining - an onlin e cont e xt of a s e cond user; 
storing a buddy li s t for th e first user; 

d e termining that th e online context of the 3ooond user match e s th e online cont e xt of th e first 
us e r and that the second user i s a member of the buddy list of th e first user; and 

based on th e d e t e rmination that th e onlin e cont e xt of th e second us e r matoh es tho onlin o 
context of th e first user - and - that th e s e cond user is a member of thobudd^li s t - of th e first us e r, causing 
pr ese ntation, to th e first us e r, of an identifier that identifies tho sooond u se r as having th e sam e onlino 
cont e xt of th e first user. 

85. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of claim 84 wh e r e in th e onlino oontoxt is one or mor e of - a w e b sit e 
curr e ntly acc e s se d, an Int e rn e t domain curr e ntly acc e ss e d, a newsgroup curr e ntly accessed, a m e ssage 
board curr e ntly accessed, or a URL curr e ntly accessed. 

86. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein determining the online context of 
the user comprises determining a web site currently accessed by the user, and determining the online 
context of the other users comprises determining web sites currently accessed by the other users. 

87. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein causing presentation of the 
indicator that identifies the at least one user as a member of the group of the other users sharing the 
online context of the user and the at least one trait with the user comprises visually distinguishing the 
at k^ast one user as a member of the group of the other users sharing the online context of the user and 
the at least one trait with the user from other users who share the online context of the user but do not 
share the at least one trait with the user. 

88. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60 wherein identifying the group of the other 
users sharing the online context of the user and at least one trait with the user comprises: 

identifying a first group of the other users sharing the online context of the user, the number of 
users in the first group of the other users being less than the number of the other users; and 

identifying a subgroup of the first group of the other users sharing at least one trait with the 
user, the number of users in the subgroup of the first group of the other users being less than the 
number users in the first group of the other users. 

89. (Cancelled) A m e thod of informing a user of other - n e twork users, th e m e thod comprising: 
d e t e rmining an onlin e cont e xt of a user; 

d e termining an online context of oth e r user s- 
storing trait information for tho user, 
storing trait information for th e other us e rs; 

comparing th e onlino context of th e us e r to th e onlino cont e xt of th e other users and - tho stored 
trait information for tho user to the stor e d trait information for th e other user s? 

bas e d on the comparison, identifying a group of tho other users s haring th e onlino oontoxt of 
tho user and at least on e trait with tho user, tho number of us e rs in th o group of the other users boing 
l e ss than th e numb e r of th e other users; 
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causing pr e s e ntation, to th e user, of an indicator that identifi e s at l e ast on e us e r ao a m e mber of 
th e group of the other users sharing the onlin e -cont e xt of th e us e r and th e at l e ast on e trait with th o 

TTjviTitrro 

visually distinguishing th e at least one user as a membor of th e group of th e oth e r users sharing 
th e online cont e xt of the us e r and tho at least ono trait with tho ucor from other users who share tho 
onlin e c o nt e xt of tho user but do not shore tho at loa s t ono trait with th e u s er. 

90. (Cancelled) Tho method of claim -8 9 - wh e r e in th e online cont e xt is on e or more of a wob site 
currently accessed, on Intern e t domain currently acc e ss e d, a nowsgroup curr e ntly acces s ed, a messag e 
board curr e ntly accessed, or a URL- currently aoo e 3sod. 

91 . (Cancelled) The method of claim 89 wher e in the trait information is ono or more of 
information rotated to an age of a user, information r e lat e d to a demographic identifier of a user, 
information r e lated to an e xperti se rating of a user, information related - to an interest of a us e r, 
information r e lat e d to a participat e status of a us e r, information r e lat e d - to a visibility preference of a 
user, information relat e d to on onlin e s tatus of a us e r, or information indicativ e of a location. 

92. (Cancelled) The method of claim 84 further compri s ing enabling tho first user to send an 
instant mossago to th e s e cond user. 

93. (Cancelled) Th e method of claim 8 9 furthor comprising e nabling th e user to communicate 
with th e at l e ast ono user identifi e d as a membor of th e group of th e other u se r s . 

94. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of claim 8 9 further comprising causing pres e ntation, to th e user, of 
th e number of us e rs in th e group of tho oth e r us e rs. 

95. (Cancelled) The method of olaim 8 9 further comprising causing pr e s e ntation, to tho user, of 
the fxait - informotion of th e at leo3t ono user in th e group of tho oth e r us e re. 

96. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of claim 8 9 wh e r e in causing presentation of tho indicator that 
identifies th e at l e ast on e us e r as a memb e r of tho group of th e other usoro compris e s causing 
presentation of an indioator that identifies at least one usor-as a member of th e group of th e oth e r u s or s , 
i^heroin tho users in the group of the other users ar e sorted according to trait information. 

97. (Cancelled) Th e method of claim 89 furthor comprising ? 
d et e rmining a changed onlino cont e xt of tho user; 

comparing th e chang e d onlin e cont e xt of the us e r to th e onlin e cont e xt of tho other users and 
the stored trait information for th e user to tho 3tor e d trait information for e aoh of tho other users in tho 



based on th e comparison, identifying a group of th e other usor3 sharing the changed onlin o 
context of th e user and at loast on e trait with the us e r, th e number of user s in th e group of tho other 
US0T3 being less than tho numb e r of tho oth e r users; 

causing pres e ntation, to tho usor, of an indicator that id e ntifies at l e ast ono user as a m e mbor of 
the group of th e other users; and 



PAGE 12/13 * RCVD AT 9/18/2009 4:52:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time) • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«5/1 3 ■ DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION <mm-ss):08-O6 




09/18/2009 16:00 FAX EJ013 

^ FlSH & RjCHARDSON P.C. Substitute PTOL-413A (OS-OS) 

Dockbt Number; 06975-0455001 

visually distinguishing th e at l e ast one user as a member of th e group of th e other users sharing 
th e chang e d onlin e cont e xt of th e user and th e at least on e trait with the us e r from other users who 
3haro tho ohongod online oontoxt of the user but do not shore tho at least ono trait with the user. 

98. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of claim 8 4 wher e in d e t e rmining th e onlin e context of the first user 
comprises d e termining the online context currently b e ing access e d by the fir s t u se r, and d e torn ftiftiflg 
th e onlin e context of th o s econd u se r compris e s d e termining th e onlin e cont e xt curr e ntly b e ing 
acc e ssed by tho second user. 
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